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Upon the Docttiue of the Holy Trinity : , : 
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Eccleſ. v. 7. In Multitude of Dreams are divers Vanities. - 
Jer. xxiii. 32. I am againſt them that propheſy falſe Dreams. 
Zech. x. 2. The Diviners have told falſe Dreams, _ 


Jude 8. Thee filthy Dreamers defile the Fleſh. 4 
Jer. XXVU, 9. Tre hearken not to Dreamers. bY 


EE ER III 


Parcius Iſta viris tamen objicicnda Memento, | Hoe 
| Novimus—te,— - 2 
\ 25 tu, 5 UER Malo, 
Et cum vidiſti puero donata, dolebas; 
Et, ſi non Aliqua nocuilſes, mortuus effer. Fx 
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EN a Writer declares his Intention, 
VV to explain or defend ſome, Head of 
. Chriftian Doctrine, it is always expected that 
the Subject will receive ſome Degree of Elu- 
__ cidation. from him: And if he fails in his 
Attempts, he is n accounted _— 
"forms Tal.. "Þ 
As Mr N=, Aud Mr * 8 ae 
Gate to let their Friends know their Inten- 
tions of explaining. the Doctrine of the eter- 
nal Generation of the Son of God; I have 
thought fit to propoſe my Difficulties before. 
hand, that they, out of the Abundance of 
their Chriſtian Charity, may contribute their 
mutual Endeavours to reſolve them. 
There are a great many People in chis 
place that are fond of new Books, and Pam- 
phlets, tho' it be for no other Reaſon but 
to condemn them, or find Fault with the 
„ ee . 
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8 of chem. I think Pon cannot wel 
condemn this Book of mine, © becauſe it is 


no Party Performance: It determines nothing 


as the Author's Opinion. If Mr Mo and f 
L--g pleaſe to anſwer the Queries contained © 
in it to my Satisfaction, in my ſecond Edi- 
echiſm of it, and re- 
commend it to be learned in oath: 2 


tion, I ſhall make a C 


2h hriſtian | 


Congregations, and Families. 


"To ſhew that 1 am nies Ges of it; x 7 
have ſet my Name to it. If there be ſome who 
may. complain that they are not acquainted 
with me, I cannot help chat: Nor am 1 
_ a Perſon of any great * ne in the 6 

World, and do not care to be taken much 
= _—_ of. I would rather 3 to ade | 
be pans and . 3 che Part | 


Time. 1 . not N ſer 1 Name to 
this Performance, had it not been to have 
Fept People from falling out about the A - 
_ thor of it, rw did about the Free En- 


quirer's, Lett 


I hope I have ns te 


4 '> F 42. Ts 
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„ ee _ Author 


Mr — abr Mr Mann; will 4k Wha 


Occnlinn- to fall out 2 E. for 1 A 


declare it is my-owns If I have done Injury 
to any Latin or Engliſh Participle, I am 
2 to. rene my Miſtake, whenever 
it is pointed out to me ; for - Humanum off 
Moderns bin "Y good a Right to mend Par- 
. as the Ancients: had to make them. 
u, or Me Metals upon the > 
_ ciples, for as Mr Nimmo Cave Reaſon to mend 


one, perhaps Mr Murray might have his Rea- 


- ſoris for holding by the original Uſe” of it. 
It was natural for Mr Nimmo, when en Was 


making Improvements upon che Trin 


pt to oma e 1 Pare 


| * Hl . 4 8 — R 


"The B Ber. Mr dined aha? in bars, | 


bead, is ſaict to be engaged in this very 
_ profound». 


the Stieg will ceceive oo inen * rn 


ane underſtands e 
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ultra cropi. 
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be well {killed zn the Oriental Languages, 


ed to r Jehwvath, 
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acknowledge, chat the 


either Mr New. . 


Myſtery of the Trinity; I hope 


1 fator 
According to the Accounts 
his Friends give of his Abilities, ke ſeernis to 


brere that the Words, P/at. f. 7. 
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jecturers in this Place, 
to find out Authors to Books, when they 


as many as he could; and tho' he was at 
this *. ied, did not * over his 
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CEE 


. TO Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſignify, This Day 
I bave generated thee, For this Reaſon have | 


given him a Share in my Dedication. - 
I muſt now give Warning to ſome con- 
who are always ready 


are not acquainted with the true one, and 


will not ſuffer an Author to enjoy the Glory 
of his own Performance; that 3 will diſ 


honour me much, if _— ben 7 Book | 


to any other perſon. 


As I have Opportimity Hides to he 


where nobody thinks I am, it happened, | 
| when the Free Enquirer's Lette 
that I was in a certain Company where one 
of your Conjecturers were preſent. He af - 


came out, 


firmed he knew the Author perfectly, and 


mentioned his Name. Another Perſon pre- 


ſent affirmed he was wrong, and told him, 


that he knew the Author better than him, 
for he ſaw the Manuſcript before it was 


printed: At which the ather threw down his 


Penny, and went off. This Conjecturer had 
| affirn TT 
. and made it his Buſineſs to inf 


2d in ſeveral. Places that he knew the 


= 


1 

1 practice for 1 heard him in another Place 

after, affirm the ſame Thing as before. 
expect the Reverend Gentlemen's Names 


to whom I have dedicated this Performance 
will be a ſufficient Protection unto it, and 


will recommend it to public Approbation. 


There are but few Books that have ſo 


much intrinſic Merit as to recommend them 
to public Eſteem, This I take to oe a page” 
] cient Renton far al pot ee 45 
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Speculation, among a certain Claſs of Peo- 


tisfaction from the Arguments that have been offered 


by either Party, to the Public, I ſhall propoſe a few 
Queries to the Students upon that Subject, to anſwer 


in their future Diſquiſmions. 


A 1 have oftdh Bad, rhet ſeveral wAl-Afpoſed 5 


: Perſons are writing upon this Subject of the Trinity, 


Divines, Teachers, and Shoemakers, I have taken 
this Opportunity to propoſe my Difficulties, that ſuch | 
| are beſt killed in this Subject, may ſhew their hu- 
| mane” 14; copemd ad "bet o obliging as to reſolve 


endowed with fo much godly Zeal, to * an Op- 


s 0 3 vol 0 Diſputes, 4a act 


ple in this Place, concerning the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, and as I have not received full Sa- 


"7 fuppoſe er . to Perſons 
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5 portuniry to inſtruct the * or aſſiſt the doubt 
ing Fart of Mankind; nor ſhall T queſtion their Abi- 
- tis till J fee their Performances at large. 


The Queries that are here propoſed would ap- 


peur to me to be Worth of ſome Notice in diſcuſſing 


the Doctrine of the Trinity, and I hope our learned 
Diſputants will give them ſome Thought in their next 


Meditations upon that Subject. I have thought that it 


would be better for all Parties to be ſilent upon this 


Subject, as it is not very eaſily demonſtrated, and 
for this Reaſon have hitherto kept my Difficulties 


to myſelf : Obſerving an Aphoriſm of . Hypecratiss 


« That in the Fir of a 1 no n Would 
© haye any Food. 8 


But ſeeing the Sribendi . ap oa 10 | 


: epidemic, and incurable, I am at laſt determined to 


afford them ſome Employment, leaſt, for Want of 
Buſineſs, they, ſhould: do ſomething worſe. I ſhould | 


imagine the Doctrine of the Trinity will be ſufficient 


Employment for thefe Geniuſes all their Life-time ; 


and keep ſome of them from writing the Hiſtory of 
other Men's Lives, before they have finiſhed their 
| Courſe. Some of our pious Scribblers are ſo intent 
upon writing, that ſomething. they will write; and 
ſhould they not find a Subject, to try their Penepa- 


tion, ĩt ĩs hard to ſay what Calumny they may publiſh, 
Ibere are ſome Spirits not eaſily kept in Employ- 


7 ment: 1 have ſome-where read a Story of one of 


* * T0401 mer ko, n 


the 


11 


the Popes of Rome, who was a great Magician, and 
had a mighty Power over evil Spirits : © It hap- 
« pened one Time that he forgot his Magic Books 


« when he was going Abroad, and ſent back his Ser- 


« yant to bring: them along to him, with ſtrict Or- 
« ders not to open any of them. The Servant being 


% more curious than wiſe, forgot his Maſter's Injunc- 


4 tion, and began to look into the Books and read, 
« when ſuddenly a great Multitude of evil Spirits 
came round about him, aſking Employment. The 


4 Servant was almoſt frightened out of his Senſes, 
« and could not readily conceive what Employment 


« to give them, but ſent them to pull down ſome old 
« Walls, of a Caſtle, near Rome, and made the beſt 
' "Kos his Way to his Maſter ; but before he could 


- « come Half-way at the Pope, the Devils had de- 


4 moliſhed the Caſtle, and came aſking for more Bu- 


« ſineſs. He was not a little ſurprized at their Ex- 
8 pedition, but thought he ſhould give them more 
Duty to perform the next Time. He therefore 


« defired them to go and make Ropes of the Sand of 


the Sea. This kept them in Buſineſs, and he was 


« no more troubled with them. 

_ As. every Subject is not ſufficient for the 7 
cry of our learned Diſputants, I imagine they have 
one now in their Hands, will ſerve them Ul their 
Days to diſcuſs. 


Gs ſhall (1) propoſe Fry Queries to 4, ad - . 
2 ſome Toben to be done; (3) ſome T heorems 
Gt ent il ng 


to be conſidered; * 65 a few AGEs from 
ome Authors, to be explamed. 117 


Quer. 1. A RE we bound to MY any Tung 


concerning the Trinity, _ what Is 
revealed clearly in Divine Revelation? 
2. Can any Thing be aecounted a Myſtery in Re- 
ligion, the Mode and Manner n Men can de- 
monſtrate? 
3. If the Manner of the e Trinity ! is . of De- 
monſtration, can it be called a Myſtery ? And if it 


D be a Myſtery, can any but God himſelf explain it? 


Have not all Chriſtians the Privilege to rejedt 


N all Terms that are taken to explain the Trinity, 


Which are not found in Scriprure, but are ge to 
many Objections? 


5. Are there any D Drfininidhs of the Deity; in Serip 
ture ? What are they, and where to be found? 
6. What is a Spirit confidered poſitively ? Are 


hike auy ſtrict Defnftich thereof in che Ward of 


7 Mu any Divine or Philoſopher dnftride the 
he how three Perſons ſubſiſt in Jehovah, with - 
out firſt being able to deſeribe the Nature they 
Cubfiſt © 7 


8, Does the Deſcription of the "WO how Fa- 


| ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt a& in Man's Redemp- 
tion, which is to be found in many Places of Scrip- 

5 ture, inform us of the internal Mode of Subſiſtence 
"A Waons the Perlous of the Godhead 2? 


* ; 


9. In 


8 T4 > bs 


ceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; 


the Holy Ghoſt eternally n from the Fa- 


ther and the Son? 


10. Does it not follow from theſe Aſſertions, that 
the Son depends upon the Father for his Filiation, and 


conſequently for his Divine Perſonality, and fo is in- 
terjor to him? And does not the Holy Ghoſt depend 


Upon the Father and the Son for his Perfonality, ſee- 
ing he is a Perſon, as he proceeds from both ? May 


not any Arian ſubſcribe this Article ? 


11. What does Divines mean, when they offi 


that the Father begets the Son, by communicating 


to him the whole Divine Eſſence? Does not this 
plainly infer, that the Son is not ſelf-exiſtent, when 


his Divine Perſonality depends upon Communication? 


What is the Difference between this Doctrine and 


that of Arians, who make Chriſt an inferior God? 
12. Can any Sort of Dependency be predicated of 


Deity? And if Chriſt has his Perſonality by Commu- 


nication, how is he the true God and eternal Life ? 
Or how is he God over all bleſſed for evermore ! 


13. Do theſe Words, John v. Re « 'There are 


e three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
4 W and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are 
« one, eſtabliſh the ſtated Order of the internal Sub- 
ſiſtence of the ſacred Three, among themſelves? 
14. Why then is Jeſus Chriſt called the Firſt, 192 


the Laſt, the Beginning, and the End, Rev. i. 172 
„ N And 


9. In what Part of the Holy Scriptures is it aid | 
chat the Father is of none, neither begotten nor pro- 


e a 


(6) 


1 5 And why Is he, in 4 2 Cor. xili. 14. put before the To 


ther? © The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

© the Love of God, be with you all.” And 2 Tb / 
ii. 16. © Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and 

God even our Father comfort your _— 
4 eyery good Word and Work.“ 

15. Can what is confeſſed to be an inexplicable 
e be any otherwiſe explained than as it is 
_ expreſſed in the Language of Scripture, and are 
Chriſtians obliged to believe any other Explications ? 
106. Can any other Senſe be given to P/al. ii. 7. 
Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee,” 

than what the Apoſtle gives, Acts xiii. 32, 33. © And 
4 we declare unto you glad Tidings, how that the 
e Promiſe that was made unto the Fathers, God hath 
<« fulfilled the ſame unto us their Children, in that 
© he hath raiſed up Jeſus again?“ As it is alſo writ- 
ten in the ſecond Palm, Thou art my nn this 
Day have 1 begotten the? 
17. If this Comment be admitted, how will Pſal. 
il. 7. be a Proof of eternal Generation? Does not 
the Apoſtle both ſhew what is meant by begetting, 
and alſo what is underſtood by this Day? Does he 
not teach us, that Chriſt's Reſurrection was the 
Effet of a Promiſe made typically to David, and 
- that the Day meant, was the Day when Criſt 

roſe again from the Dead? + 8 


18. From what Chronology do the F riends of 
Eternal Geqeration find Den in Eternity? 


195 wer 


q 7 * 
og Were there any Days before God ente 
the Light from the Darknek, when the Evening | 
and the Morning were the firſt Day? 5 

20. If eternal Generation be a l Act of 
as Father, can he ever ceaſe to beget the Son? 
And is it not a fair g wee that the Son is 
not yet begotten? 

21. Are the Words only begotten 5 firſt begotten, 
Son of God, c. to be taken in a proper and 
Atri& Senſe, when applied to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and do they reſpect his Divine Terſon as it ſubſiſts 
in the God-headꝰ 
22. Why do not we alſo hh theſe ee in 
as ſtrict and literal a Senſe, which attribute Hands, 
Feet, Eyes, and Ears, to the Deity? Is it not as 
clearly revealed that God has bodily Organs, if we 
take ſome Scriptures ſtrictiy, as that he is capable 
of Generation? 
23. If when we read of ms and Fa, Eyes 
and Ears, attributed to the Deity, to illuſtrate his Per- 
fections, we do not underſtand them as natural to 
him, by what rule do we attribute Generation unto 
bim, which is as unnatural to Divine Unity, and 
Simplicity, as either Hands or Feet, Eyes or Ears ? 
. 24. Are not theſe Scriptyre Phraſes, © Thou 
4 haſt a mighty Arm, ſtrong is thy Hand, and high 
is thy right Hand.“ The Eyes of the Lord are 
upon the Righteous, and his Ears are open unto 
cher 8 as plain as theſe, Thou art my Son, 


Aal. xi. ;. f lb. xaxiy. 13. 


this 


1 ; * 
« this Day have I begotten che The BOY Be- 


4 gotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth. 


« The only Begotten of the Father he hath declared 
% him: When he bringeth in his firſt Begotten into 


* the World, he faith, Let all the Angels of God 


“ Worſhip him? F* By what Rule are the one to be 


taken more ſtrictly than the other? 


25, Is not what is natural to God alſo eſſential 
to him? And if it is natural to- God the Father 
to beget the Son, is it not alſo eſſential to him? 


And will it not follow that Chriſt is the Son of 
the Divine Efſence ? Does not this make what are 
commonly called perſonal Properties, the fame with 


natural ones in Deity ? Where then is the Reaſon of 


the Diſtinction Wenden eſſential and perſonal FR 
158 perties in Jehovah * "A 


26. Will it not follow; in caſe perſonal and eſſen. 


_ rial Properties are the fame, and the Father and the 


Son the ſame in Nature and Eſſence, that Chriſt the 
Son of God (if his Sonſhip ſtrictly belong to his 
Deity) is as much the Son of Himſelf, be” of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as of the Father? 


227. Will not this at once deſtroy the Whole of 
the old Trinitarian Scheme, and ſend Divines to the 

_ Scripture for a new 1 . is clear of Incon- 
ſiſteney? 


28. Laſtly, whather is that philoſophic Trinity, 


| which has been manufactured in the Schools, con- 
| fiſting of Sees eternal Generation, and Froceſhion, 


a ” 


FP Pſa, ii. + Joby i, 14, 18, 5 Heb, j i. 6. 


. 


the ſelk · (ame with the Trinity of the Seriprares 
and where | is itt de wand inthem? 


I come now to propoſe a few Problems, for the 


Exerciſe of theſe Students, that are engaged in ex- 


plaining the Doctrine of the holy Trinity. 


Prob. 1.7 O find it 1 with Reaſon and 


| Religion to impoſe that as an Article 
of F aith Which God has no where revealed. 
2. To find what Part of the Old and New Teſ⸗ 


. it is "affirmed, that God the Father begat 


the Son, by communicating to bim the whole Divine 
Effence. | 


"To find the Difference e a Divine Pb 


fon and a Divine Nature in the Godhead, out of 
| Moſes, the * the Pſalms, and the New T ef- | 


tament. 


„4 To. | prove the Divinity of 1 Thain, 


ſuppoſing bim begotten of the Father by a Com- 


munication of Eſſence? 
. 5. To find from Scripture upon. A whar Day | in Erer- i 


nity the eternal Father begat an eternal Son. 


6. To find Self- exiſtence and communicated * 
fence to be fyiopymious,, and one and the ſame 


Thing. | 
The Execution of theſe Problems is ee 


from theſe Students upon the Trinity, in their firſt 


Publications upon that Subject. 
N 1 next 
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1 dert come to offer ſome Theorms | to their 
Conſideration. 


Thee. . | THAT i is required 28 an Article of © our 


F aith, and a Term of Chriſtian Fel- 
lowſhip, ſhould be clearly and Land revealed 
in Scripture. | 

2. Perſons having the (Re individual 8 At- 
tributes, and Will, haye alſo the fame perſonal Pro- 
Fertes | 

3. Perſons. who ſubſiſt by Communication, are 
themſelves dependent upon the Communicators. = 

4. If our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a Divine Perſon, 
by having. the Divine Nature or Eſſence commu- 
_ nicated to him from the Father, he is inferior to 
bim, and not ſelf-exiſtent. TS, g 

5. Communication of Eſſence ſuppoſes a Prior and 
Poſterior, and denies Eternity to the latter. 

6. Tf Sonſhip is the Character of Deity in Chriſt I 
abſtratedly conſidered, it will be revealed expreſsly 
in ſome Place in the Scripture, with ſome ſpecial 
diſtinguiſhing Marks, to diſtinguiſh it from his me- 
 Uatory Sonſhip. 

7. If our Lord's See pt upon eternal 
Gleiten, it is no Doubt plainly revealed in the 
bcred Oracles, and caſy to be found cherein. 4 


* | * * 5 1 ; _ A A ” » 5 " * - 1 4 2 oy” s 7 1 
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I come 


I come now to my laſt Thing, which was to 
propoſe a few Paſſages from ſome Authors, to be 
explained, 


I make no Doubt but ſuch learned Diſputants, 
who undertake to defend a philoſophic Trinity, will 


be well acquainted with all the notable Authorities 


upon that Sub} ect. The firſt 1 {hall propoſe i 1s the 


Meſtminſter Confeſion of Faith, Chap. ii. Sect. 3. 


In the Unity of the Godhead Ware be three Per- 
4 ſons, of the ſame Subſtance, Power, and Eternity; 


God the Father, God the Son, and God the 


© Holy Ghoſt. The Father is of none, neither be- 


© gotten nor proceeding ; - the Son is eternally be- 


4 potten of the Father; the Holy Ghoſt eternally 1 


E proceeding from the F. ather and the Son.“ 


I éwant to know how the different Clauſes of chat 
Section agree with one another? Whether the Unity 


and Trinity are compatible in the Way it is there 


expreſſed. Can Perſons have the ſame Unity and 
Eternity, that have their Eſſence of another, and 
are not in every Reſpect as Perſons ſelf-exiſtent | In 


This I want explained. 
I want alſo to know what is the Difference. be- 


tween a perſonal Subſiſtence, and a natural Exiſtence 
in Jehovah. I cannot paſs over a Paſſage in Athanaſius, 
which is worthy of ſome Notice by our Trinitarian 
Diſputants: For he being the Splendor of eternal 
80 * Light, and even that eternal Light itſelf: For 

170 V * ſeeing 
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- ſecing he Was always that 148 irſelf, it is ma- 
4 nifeſt that he is the Splendor of it: For if he is 
„the Sun, he muſt alſo be the Splendor.— For we 
extend the Unity without Diviſion to a Trinity, 


. "and again colle& the Trinity withont Diminution 
into Unity. For as we ſet forth the Human Na- 


35 44 ture of Chriſt, i it is manifeſt, alſo, that we maintain 
4 his Pre- exiſtence, and that he is the only Begotten 


44 the Father ;—after the ſame Manner, as the 


Plant that ſprings. from the ſame Seed, and Root, 
4 js called another, or as a River running from the 
* lame Source. K I want to know, whether from 


this Paſſage of. Athanaſi dus, eternal Generation can 


be taken in our modern Acceptation of the Word? 


Fo or tho? there be enough of Confuſion in theſe Sen- 
| kences, Fer they do not come the Length of Gene- 
ration, in the ſtrict Senſe of the Word, as it has 
been uſed ſince. It would be needleſs to quote any 
r from Drs Sherlck and South, becauſe our 
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„„ 
| 
Diſputants would not think them worthy of their 
Notice; they not being ſound in ſeveral other Re- 
ſpects. As for the Athanaſian Creed, as it is in al- 
moſt every one's Profeſſion, I ſhall not tranſcribe it, 
but only aſk a Proof that Athanaſius compoled it, 
and that it is founded upon Divine Revelation. 1 
find that Monſieur Dupin denies that Athanaſius i 
compoſed it, and affirms that it was not framed till 
after the Council of Chalcadon, ſome Time in the 
fifth Century. Vou will ſee his Words in the 
Note. I ſhall next give them a ſage from Au- 
guſtine. + 
* We Believe in the Lord Jefus Chriſt by 5 8 
4 all Things were created, that he is the true God, 
“ and the true only begotten Son of God, not 8 
«.or adopted, but begotten, of one Subſtance with 
| Eft DV 2 5 e rhe 


« Le Srokile que porte le Nom de $' Adana a long 
2 OM Ps pallE fangs contradit comme un Ouvrage dont cc 
Pere Ctoit veritablement Auteur: Neantmoins preſente- 
ment tout le Monde convient qu'il n*eſt point de ce Pere, 
% mais de 2 Auteur qui a vEcu long Temps aprEs.— | 
Qui vivoit vers la Fin du cinquieme Siecle de FEgliſe. 
“ Quoi qu'il en ſoit, il eſt certain qu'il a EtE compoſe depuis 
de Concile de Chalcedoine, parce qu'il rejette ſi formelle- 
ment les Erreurs des Neſtoriens & de Eutychiens qu il eſt 
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, "#8 evident qu'il en a voulu 2les denx Hereſies,” Dupin Biblia, 1 
5 Tom. 1 4 
+ Credimus in Dominum jeſum Chriſtum per quem 1 

« creata ſunt omnia, verum Deum unigenitum, verum Dei | | 

3 Ls 8 Fu, non factum aut eee, ſed genitum, unjue s " 
cum 10 
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n 
„ the Father, which the Greek call Qwourtey ; that 
4 in all Things he is equal to the Father, that he 
cannot be inferior to him in Time, Degree, nor 
4 Power: We confeſs that he who is begotten is as 
Great as he who begat. Neither becauſe we ſay 
e that the Son is begotten of the Father do we mean 
« to aſcribe any Time to this divine and ineffable 
“Generation, but affirm that neither the Father nor 


b the Son had any Beginning; for we cannot confeſs 


the Father to be eternal, without acknowledging 
* the Son to be eternal alſo. A Father takes his 
| « Denomination from a Son, and he who was al- 

4 ways a Father, muſt always have had a Son. We 
4 believe in the Holy Spirit, that he is true God, 
© proceeding from the Father, and equal in all 

Things to the Father and the Son, in Nature, 
5 * Power, Eternity, and Subſtance. 


DB 


cum Patre Subſtantia, quod greci Gent homouſion ; atque 


ita per Omnia equalem Deo Patri, ut nec Tempore nec 
* Gradu, nec Poteſtate eſſe inferior: Tantumque eſſe con- 
2 fité mur illum qui eſt Genitus, quantus eſt ille qui Genuit: 
Non autum qui dicimus Genitum a Patre Filium, divinæ 
& inEffabili Generationi aliquod Tempus aſcribimus: Sed 
nec Patrem dicimus aliquando Cæpiſſe nec Filium. Non 
** enim poſſumus aliter confiteri eternum Patrem, niſi 
, confiteamur etiam & Filium eternum. Ex Filio Pater 
t dicitur; et qui ſemper Pater fuit ſemper Filium habuit. 
** Credimus & in Spiritum Sanctum, Deum verum ex Patre 
procedentem, qualem per Omnia Patri & Filio, Natur a, 


1 Voluntate, Poteſtate, Aternitate, Subſtantia. 


+4 


tu) 


It would need ſome Explication, that | ſeeing a 


Subject is ineffable, this Father ſhould attempt to 
account for it: For he tells us in ſo many Words 
what Way this Generation happened; Genitum unius 
cum Patre Subſtantia. I expect to find all theſe Dif- 


ficulties removed, in the future Diſſertations of our 


"Lirerari. 


Turrettine comes next in our Way, who ſeems to 


me ſtill darker than Auguſtine, and will, I believe 
much difficult any Man alive to make Senſe of him. 


_ 1 ſhall: tranſcribe and tranſlate a Section out of his 


firſt Volume, which I confeſs, tho? I underſtand his 


Words, I do not underſtand his Meaning. I would | 
ſooner have tranſlated a Satire of Horace or Juvenal, 
and been more certain ne the Manſy of 


the Subject. 


Queſt. 27. Are the Divine perſbns diſtinguiſhed 


"frown the Divine Eſſence and diſtinct among theme 
ſelves, and after what Manner? 


Some of my Readers will perhaps chin N a- 


very hard Queſtion, and I confeſs it appears to 


me not a very eaſy one; but I am much afraid 
that Turrettine's Anſwer will not make it much 


plainer to the Generality of them. I ſhall not 
however be very -poſitive, perhaps Mr N---o and 


Mr L---g can remove all our Difficulties The 
Anſwer follows in the next Page, for there is no 


Room for it in this, 
_ Having aſſerted a Trinity of Divins Pe * 1 
come now to treat of their Diſtinction, both with 


| Regard | 
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Regard to their Divine Eſſence, and with Reſpet to 
one another. It is evident that the Perſons are 
diſtinguiſhed from the Eſſence, becauſe the Eſſence 
is one and the Perſons are three: The Eſſence is 
abſolute, and the Perſons relative: The Eſſence 
communicable, (not indeed according to Multiplica- 
tion, but Identity) the perſona] Properties incommu- 
nicable: The Eſſence is taken more largely the Per- 


ſons with ſome Reſtriction. Although the Eſſence 


may be conſedered as adequate to the three Perſons, 
who all at the ſame Time poſſeſs it, yet it is to be 
-en in a larger View, than confined to one Perſon 
diſtinctiy. Every Perſon doth indeed poſſeſs the 
whole Divine Effence, yet not adequately, and to- 

_ rally, if we may be allowed the Expreſſion, i. e. not 

excluſive of the other Perſons, becauſe it is commu- 

nicable to more than one —The Effence is the com- 

mon Principle of Divine Operations ad extra, which 
are indiviſible, and common to all-the Perſons of the 
God head. The Perſons in the Godhead are the Prin- 
ciple of Operations ad intra, which agree to each 
Perſon relatively in their diſtinct Subſitente. 
I ſuppoſe the Latin will be as intelligible O the 
molt of my Readers as the Engliſh ; For my own 
Part, I confeſs I do not underſtand it, and therefore 
Propoſe it to ſuch as naderſtand a r D 

to explain it. 
5 Reader may, if he pleaſe, read the Text = 
the Note below.“ ire 


An Perſonæ Divinæ Aingumtar ab Eſſentia, & inter 
ſe,. & quomodo? Aſſerta 


1 


cr 


tl 


(i ) 
There are many modern Books where herds are 


80 to explain the Doctrine of the Trinity 
Philoſophically, but with as little Succeſs as the 


more ancient Authors our Hopes are now directed 
towards our learned Chriſtian Philoſophers, who are 


now engaged in clearing up this Myſtery. The 


Public will no Doubt reckon themſelves much ob- 
| liged to Mr N-, and his good Friend the Rev. 
Mr L -g, if they can clear up this Subject to their 
Satisfaction. I ſhould have thought it rather wiſer 
in all the Divines and Philoſophers of former and 
preſent” Times, to have taken this Subject as it is 
plainly revealed in the Scripture, and ſuffered every 
Man to have made the beſt of it he could, from 
the holy Oracles.— But ſince they. have thought 
e N T haye no o Quarrel with chem, but ſhall 


5 Aﬀertk e n Triniate ; nunc 455 earum 
Diltinctione, tum ab Efſentia ip, tum inter ſe Agendum. 


Perſonas ab Eſſentia diſtingui patet, quia Eſſentia unica, Per- 
ſonæ vero tres : . Illa abſoluta: Iſtæ relative ; Illa communi- 


cabilis, non quidem ſecundũm Multiplicationem, {ed ſecundum 
Identitatem Iſtæ incommunicabiles: Illa eſt quid latius: Iſtæ 


ver habent fe ut quid anguſtius: Licet enim Eſſentia sĩt 
adæquatã tribus Perſonis ſimul ſumptis, unaquaque tamen 
earum latior eſt, quia unaquæque Perſona habet quidem to- 
tam Dirinitatem, ſed non adæquatè & totaliter, ſi ita fas lo- 


qui, id eſt non excluſwè ad alias, quia pluribus adhuc ett 


communicabilis: Illa Principium Commune eſt Operationum 
ad extra quæ indiviſe ſunt, & tribus Perſonis Communes a 
Iſtee Principium Operitionum ad | intra, quæ ſingulis Perſonis 
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| humbly: receive their Afvſtance as ſoon. as it is of 
ſered to me: But I hope they will not be offended, 
if I ſhould be ſo ſceptical, as to receive nothing 
from them, but what is founded on evident Prin- 
ciples of the Word of God. TIE 
_ I would beg one Favour of KY our Trinitarian 
Philoſophers, that they would keep their Temper, 
and write like Men in the Uſe of their Reaſon. 
For whoever appears firſt to be out of Humour, 
the Public will onclude, chat it is for Want of 
in ũͤ˖ ih 5 
I would much rather ons a Smile. in any Mary 9 
ee, than ſee his Face dyed with Rage 
and Fury. Though the Subject ſhould be never 
ſo grave, yet Men may be well enough pleaſed in 
handling it. If any of our Diſputants, who are 
ſunid ſoon to appear in Print, make Uſe of any abu- 
five Language, or write bad Engliſh, they muſt | 
conſider, that they will both be accounted Ul-bred, 
and bad Scholars. I ſhall take all the Information 
from them I can get, as to the Article of the 
Trinity, but will moſt freely cenſure them, if they 
abuſe their age with ill Tee or bad 5 
Grammar. 
Another Thing I wes ate to theſe Wi- 
ters, is, not to bring perſonal Quarrels into a re- 
lgious Controverſy, but offer what they have to 


ſay, with Meekneſs and Diſcretion.—And ſuppoſe 


HE. Shoemaker ſhould go beyond his Laſt, I hope 5 
5 an as bear the Charakter of Divines will mind 


their 5 


5 ( t9 1 
their Duty. It requires more than a ſmall Smat- 
tering of Learning to write for the Public, and 
every Writer ſhould be weil acquainted with 
his Subject, that ſends it forth to the Inf) peftion 
of the Eye of every Critic. 

No Man who values his Character, would cer- 
un chuſe to make himſelf ridiculous in the Eye 
of the Public. As for theſe Writers, who, like 
common Proſtitutes, have loſt their Reputation, no 
more can be expected of them, but that they will 
flee in the Face of all Decorum: Having nothing 
to loſe, they will fear nothing. But he who makes 
Trial will find, that it is much eaſier to compoſe 
a Pulpit Harangue, to entertain a few ignorant 
Hearers, who will be beſt pleaſed when they do 
not underſtand what is faid, than to write upon 
any Subject with public Approbation. A Writer 
who converſes only with his own Party, ſhould only 
write for them, and confine his Writings within 
his own Diſtrict; but he who intends to write for 
the Public, ſhould converſe with the World : For 


he who intends to convince Mankind of what he 


himſelf 1s perſuaded of, ought to know how to 
addreſs them in their various Capacities. 
When a Man of a Party Spirit, who has in a 
great Meaſure ſecluded himſelf from the Society 
of all other Men, through an Attachment to his 


don Party, attempts to write for the Public, his 


Views are ſo narrow, his Idioms ſo ſtrange, and 
His Language fo uncommon, that he cannot eaſily 


0 20 * 
be underſtood by ſuch as are only” acquainted wy 
common Language. 

Such Writers have all the Soamely of Party in 
their Sentiment, the Poſitiveneſs of Bigots in their 
Manner, and the Barbarity of the Vulgar in their 

Stile; they dogmatize with an Air of Inſolence, 
and imagine it Impiety to contradict their Opinion. 
Should their Performances meet with Ridicule, they 
turn mad or melancholy; and if they meet with 


Approbation, they become vain. They know ſo 


little of what paſſes without their own little Circle, 
| that the Conduct of all others ſeems perfe & Folly | 
to them. They are like Longhead, in Mollier, 
who was ſo full of his Catagories, - and Predica- 
ments, that he could not ſo much as liſten to what 


his Neighbour was ſaying to him. Every Thing 


becomes Matter of Diſpute to ſuch, and they never 


think they are in the Wrong: A Trifle will ſerve 


for the Ground of a Quarrel, which an Age will 
hardly be Time enough to diſcuſs. I have heard 
of two Dutch Profeſſors, who had ſuch a ſevere 
Diſpute about the Colour of Aaron's Breeches, that 
they never were again reconciled to one another. 
One would readily think, that whatever they pro- 
feſſed, they certainly knew. very little. I remember 


to have heard a very hot Diſpute, in a Synod of 


Divines, concerning the Introduction of a Caſe of 
a Perſon, which ſome called Male Appellatum, The 
b was "bout Bene or Male Appellatum, 
5 and | 
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and one would have thought the whole Chriſtian 
Religion was'in Danger, the Diſpute was ſo hot. 
Several Proteſts were taken ou both Sides, and after 
all, the whole Matter was no more than Male aut 
Bene Appellatum. v3 
The greateſt Fear that 1 . concerning my 
Quorks and Problems, is, that thoſe they are de- 
ſigned for, fall out with them for their Stiffneſs : 
For as they are not very eaſily anſwered, they will 
be ready to ruffle a very delicate Diſpoſition. If 
therefore my two Diſputants ſhall find themſelves 
100 much difficulted, I am afraid they will throw 
them by, as impertinent, and ſtill leave me in the 
Dark. As for their Talents and Qualifications, I 
know not any Thing about them, but preſume 
they know their Taſk, otherwiſe they would not 
have begun to it. No Doubt their Work will be 
hard enough, to find out Things that are inviſible: 
But it is not much eaſier to write a complete Hiſ- 
tory of a Man) 8 Life, before he has done his whole 
Work, ” 1 3% oe 4 
281 bans — . in chis Decformanice Except 
put Queries, and propoſed Subjects, I think no Perſon 
will call me pragmatical, for I have determined no- 
thing; nor ſhall I ſoon give my Judgment upon 
them. I ſhall leave theſe Things to my Betters 
to determine. Let the Pulpit Gentry ratify 
theſe Matters, for I ſhall not invade the Prieſt's 
Prerogatiye, ' Had I done any more but propoſed 
A I ſhould ſoon had all the Prieſthood in 
2 2 Arms 
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Arms againſt me. I never ſuſtained that Character, 


nor I hope ever will. I wiſh them much Joy of 
it who bear ws 2 mihi * fu W meum. 


"Ons T hing I e to ay to by lids, as 1 


am done: Beware of aſeribing my Performance to 


any but myſelf. Some fly Conjecturers will very 


likely give away my Work and Merit to ſome other 
Perſon; but this I will call Robbery, and will com- 
plain 4. Do you ſay, Who am I? I am the ſame 


Perſon I have been theſe twenty Years and up- 
. wards, and in the fame Dominions I was born in. 
As to my Employment, my particular Friends know 


it well enough, and for others it does not concern 


them. Such as want to know my Profeſſion of 


Religion, they ſhall have it, for it is very ſhort; it 
is to fear God and keep his Commandments, for 


this is the whole Duty of Man. N . 0 : 


Nane E pn on e T itle- m_— 


"A 0 e 90 of this Effay I hive api 


4 myſelf, as in Fact J am, a Spectator of what paſſes | 
in this Part of the World where J reſide, and as 
ſuch have propoſed ſome Queries from Obſervations 


J have made and learned among the various Sorts of 


Mankind here. In this Eſſay I ſhall very briefly 
communicate ſome more Obſervations I have made, 


ſince the writing the above Paper, and make my Re- 


marks upon them. I had hinted already that I had 
heard, that one of the two Reverend Gentlemen, 


wp 


(a2) 


to whom the former Queries are inſcribed, was em- 


ployed in writing the Hiſtory of another Perſon's 


Life, before he had finiſhed bis Buſineſs in this 
World. Biographers generally do not write the 
Lives of Men till after their Death, and that ordi- 


narily with the Conſent of dhe Friends of the De- 
ceaſed, from authentic Records, or juſt Information, 
from near Relations, or intimate Acquaintances. 


There are ſeveral Qualifications neceſſary to à good 


Biographer: Firſt, that he have a thorough Ac- 
quaintance with all the Steps of the Perſon's Life; 


that he be very intimate with his Friends who babs 
always known him; that he have moral Evidence 
that they have not miſled him; to receive no Te- 
ſtimony from Adverſaries, that may be unfavourable 
to bis Character; that the Writer himſelf be free 
of all Partiality, and purged of Malice; aud, laſtly, 
khat he be an honeſt Man, and a good Scholar. 


When a Writer undertakes to write the Hiſtory 


of any Man's Life he never was perſonally acquainted 
with, and whoſe Character he never had Acceſs to 
know from authentic Accounts, he is like thoſe who 
write the Hiſtory of Battles and Sieges from the 


News- papers, where there are at beſt Uncertainties, 
and often Falſhoods, and notorious Blunders. Had 


Ceſar not written his Commentaries, we had not 


received ſuch a true and diſtin Account of his 


Tranſactions. None but ſuch as have ſome other 
Deſign than Truth, will write what. they are not 
” r certain af. Such as write the Hiſtory of 
Men's 
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Men s Lives, ought to conſider that if they 1 write 
Falſhood through bad Information, they may ruin 
Families, and commit Murder; for he who writes a 
Falſhood upon any Perſon, is by Conſequence guilty 
of Murder: And not only does he murder an Indi- 
vidual, but does his utmoſt to ruin Poſterity through 
the Sides of their Progeniters. One who is capable 
of ſuch a Practice, deſerves to be excluded from 
every Commonwealth. He who murders a Man and 
rakes away his Life, is not more guilty than he who 
writes Falſhoods upon bim: The one is a ſingle Act 
| which cannot be repeated, but the other may be done 
|  @ thoufand Times, and ſo is a murdering his Poſte 
rity, by fixing Reproach upon then. 

They muſt be Perfons of uncommon Weaknek, 
to lay nothing of the Badneſs of their Hearts, who 
imagine that the Publie are ſo vitiated, as to delight 
to hear their Fellow Subjects miſrepreſented; for 


he who writes more of the Frailties of his Hero 


than of his Virtues, is ſure to be a bad Man himſelf. 
The Public will therefore deſpiſe him as a common 
Nuiſance, who is good for no Purpoſe but to be 
the Devil's Scavenger, to throw Dirt at Mankind - 
He who ſhews his Good - will to abuſe an Individual, 
would traduce a Whole Kingdom if he durſt with 
Safety; I am. confident a Chriſtian will not do it 
to his greateſt Enemy. Hiſtorians, who write the 
Story of Perſons, if they are wiſe and honeſt Men, 
are not. aſhamed to refer to the Memoirs, or the 
Authorities they compile from, Good Authors al- 
ways 


t & 1 
ways produce good Vouchers for what they write of 
ether Perſons. Witlings. and Petty Scribblers, who 
are illiberal in their Principles, and imperfect iu their 


Education, are ready to conceive that every one are 


of the ſame corrupt Affections with themſelves, and 
imagine that a Collection of Calumny againſt ſuch as 


they bear no Good-will to, will be a grateful Enter- | 


tainment to the Public. But they ſhould conſider, that 
the Public will do with' them as wiſe Men do with 
Tale-bearers, beware of them; for what they ſay of 


one, they will ſay of theReft when they have Occaſion. 
Such as join Prejudice with Ignorance, and Want of 
Education with Diſhoneſty, in writing an Account of 
Perſons or Things, will be very eaſily detected, and 


univerſally held in Deteſtation. If Malice rule the 


Heart of a Writer, Falſhood will guide his Pen, and 
Want of Judgment will expoſe him as a true Object 
of Ridicule. Such Writers are not even to be truſted 
with the Hiſtory of the Devil, for they would either 
through Tgnorance or Malice traduce his Character. 


Defoe has clearly proved, in writing the Hiſtory of the 


Devil, how much eccleſiaſtical Writers have injured | 
him. Bad as his Character is, it hath ſuffered pro- 


digiouſly from the Ignorauce and Prejudice of ſeveral 
who have written his Story. Prieſts have generally 


pretended a Warfare with him, and have very often 
traduced his Character: But none need think this 
ſtrange, when they have ſerved their God and Sa- 
viour in the ſame Manner; they have as often told 


Falſhoods of the God of Truth, as of the Father 
of Lies. | No 
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"6 Man ſhould write another Man's Hiſtory till 
i has given his Oath before a Judge, that he will 
tell the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth. 
A certain Biographer took it into his Head, to be re- 
venged upon one he had a mortal Hatred at, to write 
the Hiſtory of his Life to the greateſt Diſadvantage; 
for that Purpoſe he made Choice of all the Reports 
of the Man's Enemies, for his common Place Book, 
and out of theſe attempted to form the Story * 
His Life. His Malice drove him on with Fury, his 
Vanity flattered him, and Ignorance hindered him 
to ſee what would be the Conſequence. So groſs 
were his Repreſentations, and ſo improbable his Story, 
chat the very Printers were afraid of an Action, for 
Printing a Libel. . This fame Biographer was aſhamed 
of it himſelf, and durſt not avow it; and though he 
had complained of others for not faning their Wri- 
_ tings, was himſelf guilty of the ſame Cowardice : 
* And no Wonder, for his . told him be 
1 publiſhed Falſhood. 
The Gentleman whoſe Life he wrote had Fakes 
Reaſon to be offended at him, ſuppoſe he had writ- 
ten a faithful Hiſtory of his Life, for it would have 
been a Stain upon any Man's Life to have it deſcribed 
by ſuch a Writer. There is one Thing which is 
very fortunate for ſuch People as are publicly tra- 
duced by ſuch Writers, that no People of any Cha- 
racter will believe them. Improbability is eſſentially 
interwoven with their whole Account of Facts; that 


they muſt have more than- an ordinary Degree of 
Cre- 


. 
44 'Y 
_ Credulity, that Table to believe them. There are 
ſome Places certainly infectious in a moral, as well 
as a phyſical Senſe. This new Biographer's Hiſ- 
tory ſmells rank of the Place of his Reſidence: 


The old Proverb ſtill holds good; Evil Commu- 
nication corrupts good Manners. One might have 


learned the Place of his Habitation by che Stile 
of his Hiſtory. 


There is one Qualification of” an u Eliforien, al 
that is good Manners. If this is not in an Au- 


| chor, it cannot be expected in his Hiſtory: But 
it is eſſential to a good Writer. Without this Qua- 


lification, not only Ruſticity, but Impertinency, will 
run through the Whole of his Performance. With- 
out this, his Sentiment will be coarſe and ungene- - 
rous; his Stile rude and unpoliſhed. It has been 


alledged by ſome, if Men were never to converſe 


with any other Creatures for a Number of Years, 
but a certain Kind of Beaſts, they. would inſenſibly 
fall into their Manners. Dean Swift has given us 


an Example of it, in Captain Gulliver, who; when 
he came Home from the Houyhnhms, had all the 
Manners and Cuſtoms of Horſes ; he would lie in 


the, Stable with the Horſes, . follow them 


as his Companions. And I make no Doubt, if a 
Man was for ſome Time to reſide where Scandal 


and Calumny were conſtantly practiſed, that he 

would be diſpoſed to write nothing but Scandal. * 
can aſſign no other Reaſon for the Manner of a cer- 
tain Biographer's Writing, but that he has ſo tho- 


: r received the T emper of his Neighbours, 
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and Companions, ane ade ha hoes meet 
By ibn 1 

GED M Ges We" F tho ene of ſuch poor 
Animals, for they can fearce well be called Men, 


who are fo much caten up with their own per- 
verſe Humour, as to conceive, that throwing out 
Reflections againſt any Man will make him uneafy, 


indeed be ready to fuppoſe a Man guilty, that could 
not with Patience bear their Slander. There is a 
Magnanimity of Spirit in generous Souls, which 
 .caufeth them to deſpiſe Reproach, and pity Re- 


pProachers. We ſee ſome Analogy of this in ſome 


Creatures. A Maſtiff will nor give himfelf any 
'Frouble, tho' all the Curs in the Village ſhould 
break out in yelping againſt him: He will paſs on 
without taking any Notice of them. Suppoſe a 


- impertinent Seribblers ſhould in the Form 


of a Biography, or Hiſtory of a Man's Life, write 


ever fo many falſe and invidious Afperſions, 1 ſhould 


think the Perſon eaſily troubled, who would loſe 
A Moment's Reſt or Repoſe on the Occaſion. 

One who writes the Hiſtory ef a living Man, 

Would do well to be very certain what he writes, 
or elſe be very far from the Place of his Nativity, 


5 Should a Story- writer affirm for Facts, what in three 


Days may be proved by moral Evidence to be groſs 
Falſhoods, it would no Doubt ſpoil the Sale of his 
Hiſtory amongſt honeſt Men. The Reverend Bio- 
grapher has been te: * unforcunate Man ima- 
_ - 2," . 


when his Conſcience is clear of Guilt. T ſhould 


GE » 

gizable. i in the Choice of » Sbjott; for the Perſon. 
whoſe Story he writes, was neyer ſo far North 
a8 to croſs. Tay, nor ever. a whole Day South of 
Due in his Life, and was never the twentieth Part 
of that Way, either Zaß or Weſt. Beſides in the 
very Place where he now refides, there are ſome 
Perſons who never were one Half Year without 
ſeeing him, and all his Family, theſe twenty Years, 
which is much farther back than the holy Hiſto- 
rian can trace his Hiſtory. I am in Pain for this 
invidious Animal: What Anſwer can he give to 
God, to his Conſcience, or honeſt Men, for ſuch 
an Inſult upon Truth and Sincerity 2 I dare ſay, 
if he would allow his Conſcience to admoniſh him, 
he would never again enter his Pulpit, till he had 
repented moſt bitterly before the Almighty, for bis 
Malice againſt one who never injured him. 
There was, ſome Years ago, a great Out- cry in 
Scotland, againſt a Divine in that Church, for wri- 
ting a Tragedy: The narrow. minded Part of the 
Clergy and Laity, were of Opinion he ſhould have 
been caſt out of the Church, and che Seceders af- 
| firmed he ſhould have been given to the Devil. 
His whole Crime conſiſted in drawing out an old Story 

into the Form of a Tragedy, and adjuſting it to 
the Rules of the Drama. — This was writing a 
Hiſtory of ſome Perſons Lives, and adorning the 
Subject with ſome fititions Ornaments. This might 
| be called a genteel Way of telling a Story. If this 
Divine deſerved to be given to th Devil for 1 
| F 2 = 


r 


ting' polite Hiſtory of Lives founded in hiſtorical 
Truth, that all who read Hiſtory may know; 


to whom ſhall our other Divine be given, Who has 


5 written Falſhoods without all Probability, and with- 
out the leaſt Degree of Politeneſs or Decency. If 


it be true, what I once heard a Seceding Mi- 


niſter ſay of the Devil, in his Sermon, I am ready 

to think that Satan would be ſomewhat affronted 

to keep Company with our Biographer. © That 
Preacher faid, that when Satan wanted an Inſtru- 
3 he never made Choice of a Blockhead, but 


. one of the beſt Abilities. This was faying a good 
Deal for the Judgment of the Devil, and that he 


_ poſſeſſed of more + Underſtanding d than all che 


formance, T talked to enter- 


tain the Town with ſomething more agreeable. I 


purpoſe to give them a dramatic Performance, en- 


95 titled; A Divine metamorphos'd into a Pawnbroker ; 
0 The Influence of keeping bad Company upon chang- 
8 — Men's Behaviour. — In a ſecond, I intend to 
 ſthew the modern Practice of Perſecution for Con- 


ſcience's Sake; where the Cauſes of it are pos 90" 
into, and ab Examples of it produced. 

That Hiſtory which J have mentioned haves hs 
4 to be carrying on with all Expedition, and is 
reported to be the moſt perfect Work of its Kind, 


becauſe the Author is aſſiſted by a Reverend Bro- 


| ther, eminent in excogitating that Kind of Story. 
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Glory of it to a certain Quaker: They hath no 
Doubt done this out of the Abundance of their 0 
Humility" and Self-denlal. i; 
In caſe that this Hiſtory ſhohla not ar the 
Expectation of the Public, it will be ungenerous to 
impute all its Faults to the poor Quaker. Mr 
N.. -o and Mr 8.4 ought alſo to be reſponſible 
for its Imperfections. The laſt· mentioned Gentle- 
man 1 know has alſs à Hand in that famous Per- 
formance. For this Reaſon I ſhall make honourable 
Mention of him, in a Work by itſelf, entitled the 
Wild Gooſe Chace, the Motto of which ſhall de, 
They gallop faſt that De'ils and Laſſes drive. 
Seeing both theſe Gentlemen have forgot ther 
religions Characters, and are now engaged in writing 
perſonal Abuſe and Defamation, I ſhall endea vour 
to make them feel the Smart of Satyr, and make 
them better known in the World than ever they 
expected to be. Ch riſtianity itſelf does not forbid 
me to expoſe ſuch as wound her in the Houſe of 
her Friends. I imagine the Public will agree with 
me, that ſuch Characters deſerve to be expoſed, Who. 
without: any juſt Offence, engage in the vileſtDe- 
traction. What can be more abſurd and inconſiſtent, 
than to cry out againſt the Sins of the Times in 
the Pulpit, and at the ſame Time make large Ad- 
ditions to public Iniquity, in private Practice? 1 
abhor a ſevere Thing with all my Soul, but can- 
not chink it ſevere to apply the Teſt of Ridicule 
d Saryr to ſuch unbecoming an I ſhould 


po e . 


don depoutiy in the Paths of Scandal. 


Preacher, ignorant of Engliſh Grammar, and Latin 
Participles, and almoſt of common Sincerity. It is 
I believe a Fact, that Mr Nimm gave that Letter - 
x writer . n in n | 


br ry + + 
be ferry. to. think that Ar Drydea's | 
good, That Prieſts of all Religi 


fame: But from the Specimen given in He ons 


and Mr n 4.4 
When fee it — * She» 0-7 
anal the moſt inſignificant Rakes in the Town 


4 id tha hs in general 


will zoin in che Hue-and-cry againſt him; and no 


Wonder, when they have two Prieſts to lead em 


J am in Pain for the poor Quaker, 3 
have: been led into ſuch Company; for if he would 


read the ſecond and fourth Articles of the ſolemn 


League and Covenant, he would fee his own den- | 


' tence. As a Friend, I would adviſe . him to get 
clear of ſuch Company as ſoon: as he can, and aſ. 
ſociate with none but ſuch as are true Friends. 


I ſhall, in fine,” take ſome Notice of a Letter di- i 


refied to Mr Nimm, ſigned, 7a. Murray, which 


Was printed along with the Newcaſtle Chronicle. 


Bo That Letter expreſſeth ſome ſevere and hard Things 
2 againſt Mr NVimmo, for which the Writer i is to be 
bdbllamed. He expoſes Mr Mme Ignorance 

Bigotry with too much Acrimony, and repre 


to the World much in che Character of a Methodiſt 
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the World bn chat he was the Amber * 4 


former printed Letter to Mr Nimmo, which he hack 

no 0 in. — But he ſhould have remembered, 

that it was below the Character of a ſenſible Man, 
to have taken any Notice of ſuch a Writer, or his 


Performance. Beſides, there were very few People 


"+4 Underſtandi ing but had made the fame Obſerva- 
| tions upon Mr Nimmo's Pamphlet before he had 


r his Letter. 
I can certify Mr Murray, chat. Mr N. mmo as 


not pet digeſted Crambe resocta; for it has ſoured 
in his Stomach ever ſince, and has at laſt produced 
2 Pamphler, which is now printing, in the Printing 
office in the Middle ſtreet, Newcaſtle upon Tyne,. as 
full of Corruption as it can contain, If Mr Murray 5 
is very eaſily vexed, he will find Abundance of 
Stench in that Abſceſs to offend him. He may 
truly blame himſelf for any Thing he may meet 
with from Mr Nimmo, and his Party; for the old. 
Proyerb is in his Caſe literally true, It is not eaſy PI 
to meddle with Dirt, and keep one's Fingers clean. 5 
Mx Murray ſhould. have remembered, before he 
5 vrovoked Mr Nimmo, that there is no Credit to be 
Had by meddling with illiberal Perſons, A. Man is. 
even the worfe. of getting the berter of ſuch. lows | 


minded. and ill-bred People. 
I have ſome ſmall Knowledge of bath Mr N 


ab Mr Murray, and am abſolutely ſure 'Mr N 
Has uſed him ill; and in his Manuſcript at the 0 
Press, has exceeded all the Degrees of Falſhood and 
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8 2 F: erer knew] but beeween the two, Mr 4 


own be ter EY to t a | Neſt of Waſps, | 
"Hat have. on ſeveral Occafions ſtinged the Cha- 


85 5X x rafters of the. greateſt Part of his Majeſty's Subjects, 
=” with their venomous Tongues and Pens. As for 
me, I haye nothing to fear from either of them, * 
and let them do their Worſt, 1 do ngt cafe. 


Mr Nimms, Mr Murray, and the Rev. Mr Laing, 
may all of them ſet upon me next if they pleaſe, 


nn but 1 give them fair Warning, that as long as I am 


alive, and am able to write, T ſhall make as free 


with their Writings as they deſerve. They+ſhall 
| have good Fortune, if they both weary me and my 


'* Confederates When YL Nimmo's Pamphlet comes 


8 out, my Friends and 
ttꝛice; for tho I know already what is in it, from 


ſhall certainly do it Juſ- 


; 5 e to End, J would not chooſe to quote 3 a 


. in the Beginning of my next, Nemo me impune lafe. 
e Hleit, | FR "WO IT DDR PSY IM "I 


Paragraph of it till publiſhed, and even then would 
not defile my Pen with it, unleſs to ſhew its Ugli- 
© -nefs, If Mr Murray takes the leaſt Notice of that 
-  Impoſtume of Corruption, I ſhall have a very low 

Opinion of him. With the Aſſiſtance of ſome others, 
I have aſſumed the Office of Martinus Scri bölerus, 


who. is now dead, and will not willingly ſuffer my 


* Province to be invaded by others with Impunity. 


I haye aſſumed for my Motto, which I ſhall FIR 


